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1. Course Information 
 

Biology 2601a, Organismal Physiology, is an entirely in-person course with 2 hours of lecture 
plus 1 hour lecture/tutorial per week.  
 
List of Prerequisites 
A minimum mark of 60% in either Biology 1001A or Biology 1201A and a minimum mark of 
60% in either Biology 1002B or Biology 1202B or Integrated Science 1001X are required. 
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean’s Designate (i.e., Department/Program Counsellors and Science Academic Counselling) to 
enroll in it, you may be removed from this course, and it will be deleted from your record. This 
decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you 
are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 

 
2. Instructor Information 
 
 

Instructors Email Oru– i4os kfz z ql



3. Course Syllabus, Schedule, Delivery Mode 
 
This course provides a general background in the mechanisms and consequences of physiological 



material, including lecture materials, readings, and quizzes will appear on the OWL site. In addition, 
important announcements will be made on OWL, and you are responsible for obtaining this information.  
 
OWL Discussions is available for you to ask content-related questions, discuss concepts, and to help 
each other. The instructors will monitor these Discussions and respond to content questions, but most 
questions will be answered by other members of the class. Use of social media group sites for the 
sharing of course information and discussions is neither sanctioned nor recommended. 
 
If students need assistance with OWL, they can seek support on the OWL Help page. Alternatively, they 
can contact the Western Technology Services Helpdesk. The helpdesk can be contacted by phone at 519-
661-3800 or ext. 83800. 
 

Participation and Engagement 
  Students are expected to participate and engage with content as much as possible  
  Students should also participate by interacting in the forums with their peers and instructors 
 
Contingency plan  
Although the intent is for this course to be delivered in person, should any university-declared 
emergency require some or all of the course to be delivered online, either synchronously or 
asynchronously, the course will adapt accordingly.  The grading scheme will not 



If students need assistance with the course OWL site, they can seek support on the OWL Brightspace 
Help page.  Alternatively, they can contact the Western Technology Services Helpdesk.  They can be 
contacted by phone at 519-661-3800 or ext. 83800. 
 
Lectures will include references to additional readings to give you broader and deeper information, and 
will also give you a different form of explanation. The material presented in the lectures and assigned 
readings defines the examinable material, so you are advised to make notes first from the lectures, and 
then use the readings to clarify and increase your knowledge and understanding. 
 
Technical Requirements 
 
Quizzes will be administered through OWL Brightspace. In addition, if the course needs to move on-
line, you will need a stable internet connection and a computer with a working microphone and webcam. 
 
5. Methods of Evaluation 
 
Grading Scheme and Assessment Dates 
 
The overall course grade will be calculated as listed below:  
 
Weekly Quizzes (#)  15% (the top 6 of 9 quizzes will count) 
Midterm Test 1  20% (based on lectures 2-10) 
Midterm Test 2  20% (based on lectures 13-25) 
Final Exam   45% (cumulative with emphasis on lectures 28-37) 
 
Your marks will be regularly updated under ‘Grades’ in OWL. You may query any apparent 
inconsistencies between what you thought you received and what is on OWL. When assessing these 
marks, keep in mind you will not have grades for things that have not yet been marked. 
 
The final grade for the course will be calculated as the sum of the marks for each of the components. 
This mark will then be rounded to the nearest integer. No marks will be awarded for arbitrary reasons, 
and there will be no after-the-fact changes (e.g., of 69 to 70%). 
 
Weekly Quizzes: Quizzes will be available via OWL Brightspace at the end the Thursday lecture of 
each non-midterm week, and will be based on the readings and lecture content from that week (see 
below). Each quiz is worth 2.5% of the final grade for a total of 15%. There are no make-up quizzes. 
Quiz access closes at the start of the next day’s lecture and will be reviewed at the start of that lecture.  
 
Mid-term Exams: There are two mid-term exams. Mid-term exam 1 covers material from Lecture 2 
through Lecture 10, inclusive. Mid-term exam 2  covers material from Lecture 13 through Lecture 25, 
inclusive. 



pocket calculators, tablets, iPods, cellular phones, laptop computers or any other electronic devices is 
not allowed during exams unless directed or approved by the instructors. 

Click here for a detailed and comprehensive set of policies and regulations concerning 



 
Final Examination: If you miss the Final Exam, please contact the Academic Counselling office of 
your Faculty of Registration as soon as you are able to do so.  They will assess your eligibility to write 
the Special Examination (



 
In accordance with policy,


